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*TUTIONAL INFORMATION held at Holy- 8 
| land's Coffec-houſe on * W 
N "ns ogg 3. | 


75 I Reſolved, 1 5 "ot ; [97 I" 6 
.. HAT. the "TIED Ea tk; propoſing 


A L Queſtions reſpectin 77 the Borough Repre- 
Cates be printed, and ſent to the members 


1055 and corteſpondents of this Seti, 
f | . 
e 72411110 eee p IRONY. 
| & BY - I Ro: * | «4. A | | 
| S 4 4. 114 284 3 
At. ſome late meetings of the Society: bar Con- 


itte infegmgeis it appeared to be the genefalall 
ſenſe of the members preſent, that great 9 1 
1 might be derived to the public, at this imntant 
Friſis, from a collection of well abchamtiea acts 
5 reſpecting the borou hs of this kingdon. A 
The evils ariſing from the Ka 9c ſtate. of the . +I 
repreſentation are ſeverely felt, and the necrotic 
correcting them, by recurring to the firſt; priuci: 1 
ples of the conſtitution, very generally acknow- - | 
ledged, It may not therefore be neceſſary to de- 
ſcend to particulars, in order to evince the pro-ꝰ 
priety of a reform. But as it 15 reaſonable in a 

ſtate wherein a certain portivy of political liberty 
is the birth-right of every ſubject, that the ſpe- - 
cific plan of reformation ee to be adopted, 
ſhould approve itſelf to the general ſenſe of the i 
country, it is preſumed, that it would be of ſer⸗ _ 
: WE to Tubesit to ms 24 fa 92 the moſt accu— 
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rate and authentic ſtate of the preſent repreſenta- 
tion that can be procured, in order that the com- 
munity may be poſſeſſed of the means of judging 
for themſelves, with reſpe& to the moſt effeQual 
mode of rendering the votes of the Commons“ 
Houſe of Parliament the juſt expreſſions of the 
voice and wiſhes of the people. 1 
With a view of procuring the proper materials 
for ſuch information it was propoſed, that our 
abſent members and country correſpondents ſhould 
be requeſted to ſupply the Society with anſwers 
to the following queries reſpecting fuch boroughs 
as may he within the limits of their enquiries : 


1. What is the preſent number of the electors? 
2. What 1s the preſent number of refident 
eletors? we | - 
3. What 1s the number of houſes ? 

4. What diminution of voters has taken place 
| in conſequence of the late act reſpecting 
revenue officers ? e en 

5. Under what tenure or by what means is the 
privilege of being an elector required? 

6. What are the corrupt uſages reſpecting elec- 

tions that have been prevalent in the bo- 

rough, and to what extent have they been 


— 


Carried? 
7. Miſcellaneous obſervations. 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient ſervant, 


Tnonas YATES, Sec. 


Lunden, N* 2, New Inn, 
Indy, if 5p 
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At a Meeting of the Society for Cons TIxuTTIONAI 
INFORMATION held at Holyland"s Coffee-houſe 
on Friday the 18th Day of April 1783. | 

Reſolved, | | 

T* HAT the ſtate of repreſentation in the fol- 

| lowing boroughs, already communicated to 


the Society by different members and correſpon- 
dents, in conſequence of the circulation of the 


foregoing letter, be entered in the books of this 


Society, and publiſhed in the News-papers. 
KNARESBOROUGH, Yortsurre:. 


„ This borough has returned members to par- 
& liament ever fince the firſt year of Queen 
& Mary's reign; The right of election was then 
© veſted in exghty-four or eighty-eight burgage 
% houſes, the owners of which were entitled 
© to vote. The elections continued free till 
* about the year 1719, when two gentlemen 
4% ſtriving againſt each other, in canvaſſing firſt 
began the practice of purchaſing the burgage 
&© houſes ; by theſe means a majority of the votes 
% were always in the poſſeſſion of ſome parti- 
* cular family: the Duke of Devonſhire is now 
and the family has for a long time been in 
„ poſſeſſion of all the burgage houſes except four. 
„When an election comes on a number of men 


are ſent from a diſtant part of the country, 


and a certain burgage houſe conveyed to each 


of them for the day. They are then told who 


„A4 ©. 
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they are to vote for, and the cry goes round. 
Some man 1s chaired as proxy for the abſent 
member. The ſteward of the honour is the re- 
turning officer. There are no reſident electors: 
the men who are ſent for to vote are the duke's 
tenants. They come, if there is occaſion, 
from his eſtates in the Eaſt Riding, but ge- 
nerally they are thoſe about Bolton Bridge, 
near Skipton, twenty miles from Knarefbo- 
rough, on the other fide of the wild moun- 
tainous foreſt, The number of houſes in 
Knareſborough I ſuppoſe is near 500. If the 
burgage tenures were taken away; I ſuppoſe 
there would be found 300 or 400 men who 
pay all manner of afleſtments; and theſe are 
chiefly manufacturers, farmers, and ſhop- 
* keepers. There has no diminution of votes 

taken place in conſequence of the act reſpect- 
ing revenue officers. The principal land- 
owners are Sir Thomas Slingſby, Mr. Round- 
hill, the heirs of the late Mr. Rhodes of Rip- 
pon, and Sir John Coghill, beſides a great 
many tradeſmen, who have ſmall ; eſtates in 
the borough. The circumſtance of the mem- 
ber's never appearing at the elections, but hav- 
ing {ome old pauper chaired by way of proxy, 
which I believe is the conſtant practice, is 
really infulting. It cannot be ſaid however, 
that there is bribery and corruption, as the 
elections are managed almoſt without any 
viſible expence whatever.“ 


189 1 


HULL, Your.” | 


1. What is the preſent number of eledtors at 
- Kingſton upon Hull ? 
Nearly 1200: the greateſt number 8 to 
i have voted was 1180. Taking off 50 for 
revenue officers, there now remains 1150 
voters for Hull. 
2. What is the preſent number of reſident 
A . - Nn 
Nearly goo," including mariners, who many of 
them do not reſide in Hull There are 300 
voters who reſide in other parts of England. 
What is the number of houſes ? 
In the town and ſuburbs the beſt account ſays 
nearly 3000. 
4. What diminution of voters has taken place in 


r of the late act ann revenue 
officers? Jo + 


About afty. 5 a 8 | 
8. Under what tenure, or by what means is the 
Privilege of being an elector acquired? 
= XK By apprenticeſhip with freemen, by patrimony, 
by . and by git of 1 and alder- 
| - 565 ns 
| 6. What are the corrupt uſages reſpecting elec- 
tions that have been prevalent in the borough, 
and to what extent have they been carried? 

For upwards of thirty years the candidates have q 

paid the poorer-order of voters two guineas 

for each vote.——'Fhe number who took 

money. was commonly two thirds of the 
voters. So eſtabliſhed is this ſpecies of cor- 
N ruption, that the voters regard it as a fort of 
1 birth-right. Very few of the voters are in- 
dependent 
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ſhillings per day each, ſeveral days before 


[8] 

dependent of the higher ranks of people in 
the town. — The candidates have each their 
friends amongſt the higher ranks, who can- 
vaſs the town, and apply with great empha- 
ſis to their reſpective dependants, ſo that 
ſeveral tradeſmen are totally at a loſs how to 
conduct themſelves with ſafety. (They are 
between Scylla and Charybdis.) And ſome 
have been known to pit the number of 
their employers on the ſide of the two can- 
didates, and hand about the liſt as their 
juſtification» Other tradeſmen, having more 
than ane voter in their families, ſplit their 
votes, for the ſake of peace and the preſer- 
vation of their friends in trade. Beſides 
the above two guineas being paid for each 
vote, the out- voters have been paid one gui- 
nea for expences, if reſident twenty miles or 
under from Hull, and two guineas for above 
twenty miles and under fifty miles—above 
fifty miles, as could be agreed This is to be 
underſtood, if the voter gave a fingle vote 
for one candidate — if one vote for each can- 
didate, then half a guinea, and one guinea 
from each. So ſoon as the candidates de- 


clare their intentions of offering themſelves, 


and the canvaſs is begun, the needy voters 
offer themſelves as aſſiſtants, or runners, as 
they are called; and if one candidate refuſe 
to accept their generous ſervices (for which 


they are paid five ſhillings per day) they 
©, threaten to go to his antagoniſt : ſo that 300 


and upwards of theſe Swiſs troops have been 
known to be engaged 10 do nothing, at five 


the 
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the poll was taken, Meſſengers ſent to ean- 
vaſs the non-reſident. or out- voters, promiſe 
of places, coach-hire, horſe-hire, chaiſe-hire, 
treats, &c. add to the enormity of the crimes 
above ſtated. 

Another matter worthy of notice is, that Hull 
being a town and county of itſelf, the free- 
holders and inhabitants in it, and in its 
diſtrict (which comprehends a quadrant of 

about five or ſix miles radius) have had no 
opportunity of voting at any election for the 
county of York, or for the corporation it- 
ſelf, unleſs privileged as burgeſſes. 

N ot above fifty revenue officers are burgeſſes of 
Hull; but the government- candidates have 
uſually had about 120 votes by the connec- 
tions of the cuſtoms and exciſe, and from 
expectants. 

Many of the voters are not houſeholders, and 
many of the mariners have no fixed reſidence 
in Hull or elſewhere. 


It appears that every election exceeds the pre- 
ceding one in corruption. 


————ñ̃ ̃ F—]— —— 


The following account has been ſent to the 


Society for Conſtitutional Information from 
CoRNWALL. 


At a Meeting of the Freeholders and Copyholders af; 


the pariſhes in the north drvifion 4 the hundred of 
20, in the county of Cornwall, held at & outh 
Pedderwyn, the 4th day of March 1783, 


It was unanimouſly Reſolved, 


Tu AT as a majority of the freetialdors of the 
ſaid county cannet conveniently attend the 


meetings i 
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meetings of the county, becauſe the town where 
thoſe meetings are generally held is at a very 
N diſtance from their reſpective reſidences, 

h meetings cannot be ſaid to „EE the ſen- 
timents of the freeholders at lar 

Reſolved therefore, That the beſt de of 
collecting the voice of the majority of the free- 
holders of the ſaid county would be, by appoint- 
ing meetings in certain towns within the reſpec- 
tive hundreds and diviſions of the ſaid county. 

Reſolved, That triennial parliaments would be 
the ſureſt means of reſtoring our excellent conſti- 
tution to its primitive purity, and ſupporting in 
future the freedom of elections. 

Reſolved, That the multiplicity of: ſmall bo- 


roughs ſubjects the elective rights to venality, 


corruption, and the moſt glaring proſtitution. 

Reſolved, That the rights of election ſhould be 
extended, and the repreſentatives of the people 
ſhould ſpeak at [leaſt the ſentiments of the 
majority. 

Reſolved, That the petition of the Freeholders 
and principal inhabitants of the county is intitled 
to the ſupport of every individual freeholder and 
inhabitant of the north diviſion of the hundred of 
Eaſt; and that it is the general opinion of this 
meeting, that every legal meaſure ſhould be 


adopted to obtain a more equal and adequate re- 


Fenn within the county of Cornwall, - 6 


* =. 


il "Sgned by 50 Freeholders, and 
IQ Copyhelders beben. 
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BATH. | 
The number of eleQors at preſent are 28, be- 

ing the mayor and corporation; there being at pre- 
ſent but 18 common-council. Their full num- 
ber is 20 common-councilmen and ten aldermen. 
Excepting two of the aldermen, Johnſon Robin- 
ſon and James Leake, who for ſome years paſt 
have reſided in London, they all reſide in Bath. 


The number of houſes in Bath are very nearly 
2700. | 


he ll 


Account of the boroughs of NEweokT, NewTown, 
and XY ARMOUTH, in the ISLE of WIOEHIr. 


NEWPORT 

Contains about 500 houſes, and between 2 and 
' 3000 inhabitants: out of the moſt diſcreet and 
ſubſtantial of whom the charter dire&s, that 
the corporation, conſiſting of 12 aldermen and 
12 burgeſſes, ſhall be choſen, an the following 
manner ; viz. that, when a vacancy happens in 
the court of aldermen, one of the 12 burgeſſes be 
elected to ſucceed him; and that his place be filled 
by taking a new burgeſs from among the inha- 
bitants. In this corporation, conſiſting of 24 
members, the right of electing the members of 
- parliament for the town is veſted. . One, who 
was an officer in the cuſtoms, was disfranchiſed 
by a late act: and 17 only, at moft, of the electors 
are reſident. 3 
It is ſaid, that the mayor, a gentleman of con- 


ſiderable fortune in the iſland, has, with the 
aſſiſtance 


- 


We 
aſſiſtance of the miniſter, very conſiderable in- 
fluence 1 in this borough. 


The following is a liſt of the members of the 
corporation. 
ALDERMEN 12. 
1. The mayor. 
2. The recorder. A maſter in Chancery; and 
commiſſioner of taxes, a place worth 
5001, po ann. 


3. An apothecary in the town ; not on the beſt 
terms with the mayor. 


4. An attorney. Brother-in-law to the mayor; 
but not at preſent on his fide. | 

5. Brother to the mayor. A commiſſioner of 
the lottery. 

6 


6. Has a gunner's pay in one of the caſtles on 
the iſland, 


7. A clergyman. nne to the governor. 
A ſnnecure. 
8. A mercer in Newport. 
9. Has a gunner's pay. 
10. The ſame, 


11. Nephew to the mayor. Lieutenant and 


adjutant of the company of the Iſle of 
Wight militia. 


12. A brewer of the town. 


BuRGEssSEs 1 
1. A land- -ſurveyor 1 in the yp FOR at Cowes. | 
2, A captain in the navy, married a niece of 
the recorder. 


. A relation of the 3 Captain in the 
South Hants militia, 
| 4. 4 


2 


1 6 J 
4. A carpenter. 


F. An innkeeper in the town. Ret” 
6. A taylor in ditto. Deputy-keeper, under 
the mayor, of the foreſt of Parkhurſt in 
the iſland. | 
g. Late a ſchoolmaſter in the town. 
Has a gunner's pay. L 
9. Captain of the Ifle of Wight militia. 
10. An apothecary. 45 
11. Son to the alderman, Ne 8. 
12. 'Son-in-law to th2 mayor, and ſteward ta the 
governor of the iſle. 


N. B. The aldermen, Ne 1, 2, 5, and 11, and 

the burgeſſes, N 1, 2, 3, 4, and 12, do not 
at preſent live in Newport, nor did they but 
for a few months previous to their ſeveral 
elections; when, by taking houſes and pay- 
ing to the rates, they made themſelves inha- 
bitants, ſuch as the charter deſcnbes ; © viz. 
the moſt diſcreet and ſubſtantial. 


* 
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1 NEWTO WN 
Is a decayed place, containing only about 10 
es. Wo of courſe very few inhabitants. The 
right of election is attached to 39 borough lands, 
er burgage tenures. One elector only reſides in 
the place. The burgage tenures are in the fol- 
lowing hands. The real owners convey them to 
their relations, friends, or dependants, for life; 
but in confidence to vote as directed by them. 
The number has been increaſed to 39 by ſplitting 
"three ; which are therefore conceived not to be 


Sir 


* 
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Sir Richard Worſley - *:2|Oftheſe 2 are ſplit. 
Sir Fitzwilliams * 8 
Mr. Holmes Of theſe 1 is ſplit. 
Sir Wm. Oglander and Ja. 
Worſley, Eſq. as truſtees 
for Wm. the ſon of 20 
MeuxW orſley, Eſq. dec. 
Sir Wm. * + ef 
John Urry, Eſq. - - - 2 
The coheirs of bn Leigh, 
„ 


| 


3] 3 ſplit. 


Maurice Biſlett, Eſq. 13 
Robert Pope Blackford, . I 
Wm. Hill, "Eſq. — I 
Wm. Harvey, a ahuſbandman I 


— 


39 


From whence we may fe,” tl that the number of 
actual voters is about 33. The revenue officers ? 
bill has taken off one vote only. 

Sir Richard Worſley and Sir Fitzwilliams Bar- 
rington are at preſent united ; and it is evident," 
that, with the afſiſtance of Mr. Blackford, who ; 
is ſon-in-law to the latter, and any one other per- 
ſon, they have a deciſive majority. | 


"ER — 
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YARMOUTH 
Contains about 50 houſes, cottages included. 


The right of election is in the capital and free 


N. B. Two of theſe were ſold by Lord Edgcumbe to Sir Rich. 
Worſley, in 1782, for 1000 guineas; tho' only two decayed 


cott ages. | 
C bur yu ; 


— ge er ——— — — — 
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burgeſſes, The free burgeſſes are choſen from 
the capital burgeſſes, and are unlimited by the 
conſtitution of the borough ; but at preſent there 
are only nine. ? 

Mr. Holmes and Mr. Jervois Clarke Jervois 
have each their friends and dependents as bur- 
geſſes; and by mutual compact have agreed, that 
each ſhall nominate one of the two members, 
The capital burgeſſes are equally divided between 
the two parties, as follows : 


No 1. Mr. Holmes. 
23 His brother-in-law, 
«ace awe His own brother. 
- = - - His brother-u-law, 
- - - -'- - His ſon-in-law, 
- = =- - - >= The recorder of Newport. 


Mr. Jervois. 


A clergyman who has good 

8.- - - - = preferment by means of 
Tt Mr. Jervois's intereſt. 

9. - - - [Mr. 's friends z—live 


t,t enden. 
Ly vw: ng | —— live 
[2 Si. wee in or near Havant. 


4 FREE BURGESSES. 


A near relation of Mr. 
| Holmes. 20 

2. = 341 - A gentleman of Wiltſhire. 
3. = - - - - F Doubtful if living — Con- 
4. nected with N 2. 


45 
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„ 1 a tenant to Lord 


| Holmes, 
6. Do and now to 
7. Mr. Holmes. 
g A barber and flopſeller, 
{les yg The only reſident. 
Collector of the ſalt- duties 
9. | in Chethire, formerly in 
the Iſle of Wight. 


N. B. Theſe free burgeſſes are of old ſtanding, 
and will not be made capital. Formerly there 
were many (the number being unlimited) but 
in the year 1756, after a diſpute between Mr. 
Holmes and Mr. Jervois and the Leigh fa- 
mily of North Court in the ifland (of which 
Mr. Jervois's lady was a part) as it is ſaid 
and believed, a compromiſe took place, by 
which it was, ſtipulated, that a great number 
of free burgeſſes, then newly made, ſhould be 
disfranchiſed ; which was accordingly done : 
and that each party ſhould thenceforth name 
one member. And, to keep the intereſts even, 
whenever a capital burgeſs dies, the fide to 
which he belonged immediately nominate an- 
other perſon to be a free burgeſs, and then 
make him capital—as the charter preſcribes, 


From this ſtate of facts it plainly appears, that 
the four members of Newport and Yarmouth 
are returned by only two perſons: three by Mr. 
Holmes, with the mmnifter's affffance, and one by 


Mr. Jervois. The members tor Newtown are 


choſen at preſent by four perſons. —In all, fix 
| 2-2 meme 
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members by fix electors only: and ti us ſmall 
body may be farther diminiſhed by a u ion of 
intereſts in the borough of Newtown between 
the Worſley Family and Mr. Holmes; in which 
caſe four men would return fix perſons to r *pre- 
ſent them in parliament.—If this unadornea re- 
cital does not impreſs on the mind the ful. \eſt 
conviction of the abſolute neceſſity of fome 1 ©&- 
form in the repreſentation, it is ſurely fair te 
conclude, that the utmoſt power of reaſon and 

eloquence would be exerted in vain. 


—— 


LANCASTER 

Contains at this time about 1160 houſes, and 
ſomewhere about 1600 families. At the haſt 
election 2800 voted, 700 of whom only live in 
Lancaſter. By the charter Freemen only have 
' a vote; but the moſt glaring corruption hes 
min mating thoſe freemen. A treeman's ſon, or 
| 2a freeman's apprentice within the borough, is 
entitled to take up his freedom whenever he 
pleaſes, on paying into the hands of the mayor 
or bailiff 27s. 6d. This ſum is moſt generally 
paid by the oppoſing candidates, and the greateſt 
number of freemen thus made turn the ſcale of 
the election. Hence, as ſhip-building and the 
cabinet buſineſs are the only manufattones 
there, he who has moſt ſhips to build or re- 
pair, or he who will lay out a few hundreds in 
mahogany furniture, is moſt hkely to carry his 
election. The journeymen are at the command 
of their maſters; they get intoxicated during 
| the 
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the canvas, and having 58. to eat and drink on 
the day of election, they give a ſhout, and go 
quietly to work again. The revenue officers are 
about 25 but many of them are not freemen, 
aud therefore had no votes. | 


——_— 
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COCKERMOUTH and APPLEBY. 
The firſt is a purchaſed 5 and the pro- 
perty of Sir James Lowther, he having purchaſed 
a majority of tenements, and ſold them back to 
the original proprietors, only reſerving the right 
of their votes; for which, it is ſaid, he paid or 
ſhould pay an enormous ſum. APPLEBY is 
in the 4 thraldom to the Earl of Thanet 
' Hogſties have been deemed freeholds there, and 
.- purchaſed by the Thanet and Lowther families 
at a price exceeding all belief !——The conten- 
tion between theſe two families has given the bo- 
rough its only conſequence: it now fits down 
quietly to be repreſented by a hog or a horſe, as 
its noble proprietor thinks proper. 


r 


TE CoxroRATION of BEVERLEY. 
1. The preſent number of electors is about 1100. 
2. The preſent number of reſident electors is 
about 60. | W 
3- The number of houſes has not been accy- 
rately taken, but are nearly 800, 
4. Only four freemen have loſt their votes in 
conſequence of the late act reſpecting revenue 
officers. | 


5. The 
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5. The privilege of Deng an elector is acquired 
by patrimony, ſervitude with freemen in he 
town, and purchaſe. 


6. There are nearly 200 voters, who are ſaid to 


be under what is called the bar miereſt, and 
generally abide pretty ſtrictly by Mr. Pelham's 
intereſt.— In many reſpeQs Beverley is leſs 
unduly influenced than moſt boroughs. 
The ill effects of canvaſſing are, 8 
growing conſpicuous. The voters minds are 
ſet agog after feaſting and its attendant fol- 
lies. It has been ſaid, that ſome of the 
burgeſſes take Half a Guinea or a Guinea of 
the candidates. This practice is only in its 
infancy.— In the years 1774 and 1780, 500 or 
.400 of the burgeſſes were exceedingly eager 
for an oppoſition, without attending to the 
political opinions of the candidates, which ſeems 
to indicate ſomething very vague and unſub- 
ſtantial in their ideas of freedom. They were 
afraid, it ſeems, that if the Bar Intereſt (or 
Mr. Pelham's) was not oppoſed, the loaves 
and fiſhes, as well as the liquor they ſwam 1n, 
might eſcape from their poſſeſſion. 


2 


TRE CorroRaATION oH H END ON, 
YORKSHIRE. 

I. The preſent number of electors is about 130. 

Before the revenue act paſſed there were 170. 

2. The preſent number of reſident electors is 40. 

3. The number of houſes is 150. 


9 — 


4. For ty 
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4. Forty burgeſſes have loſt their votes by the 


late revenue act. 


5. The privilege of being an elector is acquired 
by patrimony, by ſervitude in the town with 


freemen, and by purchaſe. 


6. This borough 1s as corrupt as corruption can 


* tion as poſſible.— Riband bills will amount to 


1100 A journey to London will be 100 — 


make it. — Every burgeſs (with the —_— 
of a few indeed) thinks it incumbent on him, 
to lay the candidates under as ſevere contribu- 


The candidates agents will lend the burgeſſes 
money, which is never returned — The fami- 
lies of ſeveral burgeſſes have almoſt lived by 
their exactions, and yet their idleneſs has ruined 
them Voters have been known to aſk £ 100; 
and 80 has been bid for a ſingle vote The 
nominal price of a vote is 20; 1. e. £20 is 
expected by each voter, in caſe there is no op- 
poſition.-— Where ſuch enormities prevail, in- 
terior yices will neceflarily flouriſh, 
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